
 

 

For Immediate Release   Contact:  Joe O’Keefe 
March 4, 2005        617-626-1226 
 

STATE PLANS NEW EMERGENCY SEAWALL REPAIR 
AT NANTASKET BEACH IN HULL 

 
The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) 

announced today that emergency repairs to another section of Nantasket Seawall will 
begin on Monday, March 7, 2005.   Because of damage caused by recent winter 
storms, DCR engineers report that waves and tidal action have undercut the seawall at 
the Water Street Bastion, in Hull; its two forward corners are now unsupported.   

 
Because a public safety risk was identified, DCR has placed signs and erected 

barricades to prevent people from walking on the seaward side of the wall and being 
at risk if the wall collapsed.    
 
 The Water Street location of the current emergency is not the same area as last 
Summer’s Temporary Seawall Fortification (TSF).   That project is being monitored 
and is functioning well. 
 

This most recent problem involves two large sinkholes that have opened up on the 
landward side of the wall at Water Street Bastion, indicating that the seawall is being 
rapidly undermined by tides and waves.  The term bastion describes the seaward 
protrusion of this structure and is derived from the similar type of fortifications, 
which typically surrounded ancient castles.   

 
 DCR has developed an emergency plan to deal with the problem.  Large granite 

rocks will be temporarily placed in the cavities under the two corners, and then an 
estimated 210 linear feet of steel sheet piling will be driven landward of the bastion. 
On completion of the sheet piling, a controlled failure of the existing bastion concrete 
wall will be conducted by first excavating in front of the new sheet piles, and then 
laying the existing wall backward.  
 

Once that is completed, granite rip rap stones will be placed between the sheet 
piles and the top of the tipped concrete seawall.  
 
 The problem was first detected on February 15th, DCR staff met the next day with 
Hull officials and Coastal Zone Management representatives to assess the damage.  
DCR also met with the Hull Conservation Commission, which voted on March 1st to 
allow the necessary emergency work.    
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DCR has contracted with C.R.C. Co., Inc., of  Quincy, to conduct the work, which is 

estimated to be complete by May 9, 2005.  Construction is not expected to have an 
impact on beach visitors.   

 
 A crane and other equipment will be on site during construction, therefore, portions 

of the beach directly in front of the emergency work will cordoned off and beach 
walkers will have to walk around the construction site.  Only a handful of parking spaces 
will be impacted by the project. 
 
 “DCR has responded rapidly to this new emergency on the northern end of Nantasket 
Beach in order to ensure safety of the public,” said DCR Acting Commissioner Stephen 
R. Pritchard.   
 
 DCR is investigating the overall condition and needs of the seawall and shore 
protection system at Nantasket Beach.  A first phase of long terms repairs is under 
design now and will result in the replacement of the seawall north of Water Street with a 
stone revetment. Construction on this Phase I is anticipated to start by the end of 
calendar year 2005.     
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